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ABSTRACT: 

 
 Pyelonephritis is a common renal disease and it is defined as an infection of the kidney, affecting the tubules, interstitial 

and renal pelvis. History and physical examination are the most useful tools for diagnosis. Most patients have fever, 

although it may be absent early in the illness. Flank pain is nearly universal, and its absence should raise suspicion of an 

alternative diagnosis. A positive urinalysis confirms the diagnosis in patients with a compatible history and physical 

examination. Urine culture should be obtained in all patients. If infection does not resolve, scarring of the kidney may 

take place resulting in potential organ damage or life-threatening condition. Each infection may lead to significant 

damage to the kidney, kidney failure, abscess formation, sepsis, shock or multi-organ system failure. 
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