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ABSTRACT:

Urban design in India is undergoing a crucial transition—from being viewed as a cosmetic, post architectural gesture
to being recognized as an integral part of civic infrastructure. This article explores how public spaces, streetscapes,
and transit interfaces, when thoughtfully designed, can foster social equity, climate resilience, and community well-
being. In the context of expanding cities and intensifying climate challenges, the paper argues for a paradigmatic
shift that centers urban design as both a spatial and policy tool. Drawing from grounded projects such as the
Velachery Sponge City prototype and neighborhood-scale interventions, it presents tactical urbanism not as an
interim fix but as a mechanism for prototyping participatory futures. The article also explores urban design
pedagogy as a platform for systems thinking—training young professionals to approach cities as ecologies of
movement, memory, and agency. Through case-based reflections and conceptual frameworks, the article contributes
to emerging discourse that situates urban design as fundamental infrastructure, worthy of sustained investment,
interdisciplinary engagement, and public trust].
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